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Some farther Account 


Or Tun E 


Original Diſputes 


Need * no Apology't Pl my En- 
Wh quiries into this Affair, with ane 


«| 


FEDOE 


PH EH who was entirely a Stranger, ſee- 
ins be was no Stranger to the Thing 
I enquir d after: It is enough to 
ſay, that meeting with a ſenſible and intelligent 
Perſon, one of the People calld Qu ax EAS, and 
who came lately from Dublin, and falling into an 
1 with him, he occaſionally menti- 

n'd the Heats and Whangling which they had 
_ unhappily fallen into in Treland, «boat che 5 
Currency of bes - 4 4-0 mes TO | 
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1 had indeed, a long time with'd for ſuch an... 
Opportunity to talk with ſomebody or other 
on that Subject, for I always believ d what I 
am now confirm'd in, namely, that we never had 


a true, or at beſt, not a full Account of that 
Matter; and I that always lov'd to keep one 
1 Ear open, and if poſſible, to hear both Sides 


„ |; of a Queſtion, had for ſome time ſuſpended my 
=p) Judgment in this Cafe, in hopes that I ſhou'd 
one time or other come to hear more of it. 


| n conſequence of this Reſerve of my Thoughts 
| I told the honeſt Qu AK ER, I ſhou'd be very 
glad to have a full Account of that Affair, and 
ask d him, if he had been acquainted "with 
_ It? He gravely reply'd, Why truly I am well 
acquainted with it, Friend; but 1 find the Peo- 
| = of England neither well acquainted with it, 
willing to be inform'd : They are not all ſo, 
faid I, for I am very deſirous to be inform'd 
of it; and then I told him what 1 have ſaid 
above, of my ſo long wiſhing for a full Account, 
and believing we had not been well us d in it 


= _ before. ij 
4 | Truly Friend, ſig: be, thou haſt judg'd rightly. 
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as to thy having heard but Part of this Story z « [+ 
but I fear thy Patience will not ſerve thee to hear 
the whole, for verily it will take up much Time, 


eſpecially in my flow Way of ſpeaking. 


* Well, I preſs d him to give me a full Account 
1 of it, aſſuring him, that I had as much Pati- 
1 ence as Curioſity; and that, in 4 word, | had 
1 1o much Deſire to hear it, that l cou'd not want 
PF | | pati- 
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| Patience, if it held all Night, deſiring bin not 
to ſhorten any Part of; upon which he under- 
took it, and began thus : s 


Firſt he told me, That he ſuppos'd the chief In- 
formation I had receiv'd of that Affair, was, 
from the Votes and Reſolves of the Parliament 
of Ireland, and their ſeveral Addreſſes to the 
King; 7 2 him, It was ſo, including only two 
or three Letters, or Advertiſements, publiſh d 
by way of Libel, or Pamphlet, in ſome of our 
* Papers. | 


h truth, Fricad, ſays be, I aw thoſe ee | 
too, but they ſeem'd to be written by ſome 
Hand as ignorant as officious ; ſo that I ſhou'd 
almoſt think, thoſe which argued againſt the 
Copper-Money, were hir'd by the Adverſary to 
expoſe the Cauſe, and give 8 againſt 
themſelves. 


Well, ſeid 4 but what ſay you to the Pro- 
ceedings 1 in the Parliament of Ireland? © 


As for that, ſays he, e en let thee and I lay 
them aſide for the preſent ; verily, they need 
not ſo much as be nam'd in the Caſe ; neither 
ſhall I have any Occaſion to ſpeak of chem in all 
my Diſcourſe, except only as thou ſeeſt 1 do now, 

namely, to 9 thee know, 1 1 do not ſpeak of 


them, 


Thoſe Aſſemblies added 4 be which ye call Parlia- 
ments, are N umbers of Men call'd together by our 
Government, to make and amend Laws, redreſs 
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the Grievances, and do divers Things which are 
needful to be done; but they are composd of 
fallible Men, and I will not fay they cannot Err, 

and be , Miſtaken, even in their Parliament Ca- 

pacity ; whether they have been now miſtaken, 
or impos'd upon by ſubtle Men from Without- 
Doors, is not 'my preſent Buſineſs to fay, or 
thine to enquire ; to which I gave a little Hum, 
with like Gravity, nd ſo he went ern. 


He told me then, That 1 muſt therefore learn 
to diſtinguiſh in this Affair, between what wag 
done in Parliament, and what was done out of 
Parliament; for indeed, ſays*he, the Scheme of 
all this Matter was laid, and much tranſa&ed, 
before the Parliament came together, and con- 
fequently what happen'd in Parliament, cou'd 
not be the Cauſe of what Oppoſition was reſolvd 
on, becauſe then it muſt att before it had a Be- 
ing ; whether what was done in Parliament, was 
an Effect conſequent to what went before? Of 


that, Friend, ſaid he, judge Thou. 


Nor, ſays he, have you in England been only mi- 
ſtaken, by turning your Eyes to the Votes of Par- 


| liament, and to ſome fooliſh weak Papers, where 


one Part of the Fact is repreſented, and the o- 
ther taken no Notice of; by which means your 
Judgments are biaſs'd, and prepoſſeſs d, in Fa- 
vour of that which is moſt popular: But ſayz he, 
if I am not miſtaken, thou art, and the People 
here in England have been amus'd, and led quite 
eſide the Queſtion ; ye are taken up in diſcuſſing 


* 


the Terms of the Grant; calculating the Value of 


the New Coin; the Profits of the Patentee FR 
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the Advantage, or Diſadvantage, which accrues 


' th the Kingdom of elan by this Copper -Ato- 


zey ; in all which Diſputes and Calculations, dis 
ny Friend, the 207 of Art, thy Sons of Figures 
phers are br bog e my as 1 may, 

wry thee hereafter | 


But there is, 4 be; a orevious Queſt 
which ſhou'd have been gelt de determin d; 0 | 
that is, What the main Queſtion is ? for verily we 
are by no means agreed about that yet, and till 
that is anfiver'd, all che reſt is beating the Air, 
and dancing N Circle, 


Why, ſos J, the nein Queſtion ciara 
ſtand 5 is, Whether the Farthings and Half- 
pence are pre} dicial, deſtructive, and dangerous 
to the FREE of Filand, or whether they are 
not ? | 


Ag ad, Friend ays thy FAY A E A, thou rt 
iſtaken quite, t 1 is a Queſtion, (and I may 


Ry ſomething to that allo hereafter) but that 18 
5 the main Queſtion to be diſcuſs'd, or which 
was firſt diſcus d among us, in order to come at 
a clear Underſtanding « this Matter. 


Why „ ſaid J, this was the Queſtion debated 
and refolv'd 3 in your Parliament. K 


I tell thee, ſaid he ſomewhat peeviſhly, 1 am not 


9 of the Parliament ; 1 wou'd not have 


them ſo much as nam'd, or  any-thing done by 
them, mention'd ; I am ſearching deeper into this 


Wound, than thoſe State-Surgeons 3 go, and 


A 4 | en- 


[5 1 
enquiring into what was before their Sitting, 7 
mean in their laſt Sitting; therefore let them be 
no more ſpoken of in it. 


Well, ſays I, then the Queſtion muſt be, whe- 
ther the People of Ireland are willing to receive 
theſe Farthings and Halfpence, or not; or whe- 
ther = are illegally and * impos 'd up- 
on them. 


No, no, Friend, ſays the Qu AKE = thou art 
ſtill out of the right Way, thou wilt never come 
at the Bottom of the Buſineſs, by theſe Enqui- 
ries; for in that the Patent will anſwer thee, and 
the people of Ireland will anſwer thee in the 
other: Then he added with ſome Warmth, The 
Farthings and Halfpence were not forc'd upon us - 
illegally, or arbitrarily, for they were not forc'd 
upon zs at-all : The Patent (or Grant) gave no 
Power to impoſe them; neither were Ws in Jre- 
land oblig d to take one Ounce of them, unleſs 
we freely and willingly (and by our own Choice) 

— to take them. On the contrary, the Peo- 
ple, as they extreamly wanted them, ſo they uni- 
verſally approy'd of them: 1 affure thee, J have 
not heard of one Gainſayer, or that offer d to 
make the leaſt Complaint againſt them, till the 
had been current, and paſt as Current- money a- 

mong us, for ſeveral Months. 8 


What then is the Caſe, ſaid 1, for you ſeem 
ſomething myſterious about it? 


Why, the main Queſtion, Fiend, ſo: he, was, 


whether the Patent was rightly granted ? And og 
e 
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the Quarrel was a Debate of Intereſt, and lay be- 
tween William Wood, the preſent Patentee, — 
ſome other Perſons, who laid their Hands upan it, 
in their Imagination: This, I ſay, is the Debate, 
and _ be ſtated 2 vix. 5 the Coin- 

e of Copper-Money, being very profitable in itſelf, 
00d ee to the aid Halle ad, © 
whom the King had granted it, or whether it 
wou'd not be much better to ſet him e get 


it for our ſelves, 


Hum ! ſaid I Ln, but who do you mean by 
* ſelves ? | 


| Nay, ſays the Qu a x ER, but thou may'ſt not 
enquire too far into the Secrets of others, that 
is not right; howbeit, I may (perhaps) oped 


. ſome Part of the Matter unto thee, in the latter 
End of the Story; for 1 do not ſay, that the 


Men have no Names, nor do I ſay, that their 
Names are not known allo : But of that ae in its 
Place. x | 


I begin to underſtand you, Friend, ſays L, and 
if I am right, you would have us believe, that 


there was an original Deſign, or Conſpiracy, a- 


mong a Sett of Perſons in Ireland; in ſhort, to ſup- 
plant Mr. Wood, get his Patent ſet afide, and at- 
terward to get a Grant of it for chemſclves. | 
Verily, thou haſt 1 6 the Qu Ax x x, but 
I did not tell hee, that I wou'd have thee believe 
me; for of what Conſequence is it to me, Friend, 
. he, when I talk to chee of theſe Things, whe- 
ther thou believeſt me orno? _ 
Wel 
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in a ſurprizing manner, to me; and by which 
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Well, well, /ays J, I ſee you are ſcarching it 
to the Bottom indeed ; pray go on with your 


Story then, and 1 will not interrupt you any 


more with my Enquiries : So he went on indeed; 


was fully convinc d, that really we in Englar 


nad all-along taken this Affair dy the wrong 


Handle, had ſeen it in a falſe Light, and that in- 
deed we knew nothing at-all of the Matter. 


| He then went on, I ſay, and repeating to me 


the general Satisfaction with which the People of 
Ireland (as he had ſaid before) firſt receiv d. the 
Farthings and Halfpence ; he told me, they did 
receive them, as Things they had not only a good 
Opinion of, but as what they were in great 
Want of; that after the firſt News of the Grant, 
and that the Coining of them was in hand, 
which was ſome time before they arriv'd, the 
People were very impatient for their coming, and 
often expreſs'd their Concern, left the Coinage 
ſhou'd not go forward ; that this did not ariſe 
from the uſual Eagerneſs of People after Novelty, 


but from the real Want the Country was in of 
mall Money, for the Supply of petty Caſh, Ex- 


change of larger Species, for buying Proviſions 


in ſmall Quantities, and for all the other Occa- 


ſions, in which ſmall Money is uſually made uſe 


of. 


At told me, that as ſoon as the Copper Mo- 
ney appear d, it met with a general Approbation; 
the People took it with ſo free a Conſent, that 


it became univerſally current: There was no Ob- 


jections 


— 
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jeions rais 5d, either againſt its Figure, which 
ety beautiful, or the Workmanfhip, which 
was compleat, or che Value and Pinenels of the 
Metal, Which (it was well known) the Grant 
it felf had provided for, and which in Ax 
ance ſeem'd to de Huch as was ren ſonable, ind | 
duely propottion'd 'to the Nature 'of the thing; 
and to the Uſage in other Parts of the hn s Do- 
minions, in like Caſes. | 


It is true, he ſuid, they" 1 were” b Ah . 
LiIo TEX than the Fitthings and Halfpence mm 
England, but then, he added, were HRAVIER 
than the Bodles and Baubees in Scotland, and there 
was juſt Reaſons to be given for the Difference 
in both; but, ſays he, of that 1 mall talk Ta- 
ther with thee hereafter, 


Then he went on to tell a that this vl 
Ay obation of the People continued a great- 
ile; for verily Friend, ſays he, we very ſenfi- 
bly felt the Baſe they were to us in Trade; the 
Sh 7. 14 particular) felt the Advantage 
Buſineſs; and it was impoſſible 

ws 056 d act againſt out Light, ſo as to com- 
plain of that which we ſo univerſally rejoic'd 
at : I fay, he affrm d, that this general Approba- 
tion of the People continued a — and 
that even when Complaints began to be heard, 
they had not ſtheir beginning among the trading 
Part of the Nation: Nay, he told me, and bid 
me remark it, that ſome of thoſe very Perſons 
who afterwards c Cs to be concern d moſt vi- 


ant & ²˙ A 


EU 
them, and applaud the Advantage, which ac- - 
crued to the Publick by them ; that they were 
Advocates on all publick Occaſions for the Pa- 
tentee; appear'd extreamly pleas'd that the Coin 
obtain'd ſo general a Currency in Trade, and 
that the People were ſo well ſatisfy d with it; 
and, ſays he in his rough Way, whether they Lr'v 
then, or ſince, they know beſt. 


Well but, ſays I, art the well ſatisfy'd, or 
can ft thoz make it appear, that theſe did 


not change their Opinion, till, 4 chow ſay ſt, _ 


they form d a Conſpiracy to. ſupplant;Mr:Wood's | | 
Patent. | 27 | 


Nay, Friend, ſays he, thou doſt not uſe me fair- 
ly now; for that zis to put me upon the Proof 
of Hours and Minutes, when Things were done, 
which were done in the Dark; for as thou haſt 
call'd it a Conſpiracy, (which I did not) it muſt then 
be ſecret, and I cannot ſpeak to Minutes; but tis 
enough to ſay, Firſt, That thoſe very Men did 
{ome time after raiſe Clamours, and bring evil Ac- 
cuſations againſt the Grant for Farthings and Half 
pence, againſt the Coin itſelf, and againſt thy 
Friend, Wilkam Mood, the Patentee, to whom the 
Privilege is granted. And, Secondly, That ſome 
| Perſons have propos'd to get a Grant to them- 
ſelves, and ſet up ſuch another Coinage on their 
own Account, as ſoon as this can be ſet aſide: 
This, ſays he, I believe they will put no-body to 
the Trouble of proving. | 


Then he gave mea long Account of the Per- 
{ons concern'd, the Meaſures concerted, and the 
ä Ad- 
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Advantages propos d by thoſe People, who, as he 


ſaid, were thus engag'd againſt Mr. Wood's Patent, 
and by what Arts they propos'd to bring it before 
the King, in order to obtain the recalling Mr. 
Hood's Grant: When I wou'd have ask'd him, 


by what ſecret Management they had been able 
to bring it into Parliament, and brought the 
Houſes to eſpouſe it, as they had done; he took 
, reminding me, that 
he had ſaid, he wou'd not meddle with that 
Part, or ſo much as name the Parliament, in 


me ſhort, and ſeem d 


all his Diſcourſe ; that he cou'd give me a ſuffi- 

. cient Account of the Matter without it; and that 

I might enquire that Part of ſome-body elſe, if I 
found his Relation was umpertett. 


I pacify'd him as well as I cou'd, and brought 


him to go on; then he gave himſelf ſome: looſe 


at the Injuſtice and Untairneſs of this Proceed- 
ing ; how they abus'd the People, in laying the 
Complaint in their Names, who, as he ;ſaid, he 
was well inform'd, never complain'd at all, or had 
any Inclination to do ſo : Not the Privy-Council, 
he ſaid, not the Lord Lieutenant, not the Mayor 
and Aldermen of Dublin, or of any other City, 
had ever any Petitions, or Repreſentations, a- 
gainlt the Farthings and Hulfpence ; no Grand- Ju- 
ry ever preſented them; no Merchants; in 4 


Word, he added, that no Man, or Society of 


Men, open'd their Mouths againſt them; nay, 
adds be, I may ſay, not a Dog wagg'd his Tongue 
againſt them, till this Fire burſt out, as from a 
ſecret Mine (like a Powder-Plot) to blow up 
doth Parent and Patentee, in order to ſet up an- 
other in its Room. wt of 5 +44 
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He goes on then to tell me, That this being 
the ſecret Hiſtory of the This itſelf, the Per- 0 
ſons concern d in it were not fo ſecret, but that 
many People gueſs d at their Names, as well as 
their Undertaking; and it was given out, that 
they were Men of ſuch Figure and Intereſt, that 
they did nat doubt they ſhow'd obtain their Re- 
queſt, namely, To ſet aſide the Patent He ſaid; 
It was not known at firſt which Way they wou'd 
— to work, or what Meaſures they — take 

to get this done, much leſs was it ſa much as 
guels d, that they wau'd get the Parliament to 
eſpouſe it: Nor, adds he, do I ſay yet, that the 
Parliament did appear in it, by the procuring of 
theſe Men, and therefore I ſay nothing to that; 
5 for he kept claſe to the Point, that he wou'd not 
| concern the Parliament in any Part of his Diſ- 

courſe, nor wou'd he ſuffer me ſo much as ta 
name them on that Occaſion. 


| Thus, be aid, thie firſt Prejudices 45 in 

þ Avarice and private Intereſt, among a Sett of 

Men, who form'd their Deſigns wholly and ſale- 
j 
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ly upon the View of their own Advantage. 
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As ſoon as they had form'd their Deſign, b 
ſaid, they ſet their Wheels to work, to raiſe 
1 Complaints among the People, againſt the Cope 
|  per-Money; and tho', he ſaid, they went about 
it with the utmoſt Subtlety and Art, and ſpread. 
their empty Objections among the People, by 
1 their Agents, in ſeveral Parts of the Kingdom, 
4 yet they cou d never make any - thing of it, nor 
bring their Clamours to be popular; for the _ | 


[14] 


being ſenſible of the Utility of the Copper-Money, 3 
not only by ljugꝗgment or Opinion, but by Expe- 
| rience, and hy feeling the Difference in their f 


Trade, cou'd never be brought to join with them 
in their Complaints, much leſs to make any Ap- 
plication to the Government againſt them; tho 
as. he ſaid, he was inform d, much Endeavour 
was us d to bring them to it; ſo that, in a Word, 
he ſad, they ſeem'd diſcourag'd and ſilent again | 
and People began ta think, they had given over 34 
the Deſign; but in this, he added, we were mi- - 
ſtaken; for as Avarice is unwearied, they ſeem'd | 
to imitate the fam'd Reſolution, ET 


——— — Acberonta movebo, 


ben he told me, he heard, that a little before | 
the meeting of the Parliament, they had renew'd | 
their Attack, and try'd ſome great Perſon ; he 
does not ſay (neither was he certain) who it was, 
but intimates ſome Man of Note ; and that find- | 
ing ſtill no Encouragement ( every unprejudic'd 1 
Perſon being againſt them) they gave it out, | 
that they wou'd bring it into Parliament; and, 
ſays he, 1 hear ( ſince 1 came away) it has been 
brought into Parliament ; but that, adds he, as 
alſo being ſince my arriving in England, I will 
have nothing to ſay to. * 


Here he ſeem'd to ſtop, as if he had done, 
and ſo indeed he had, as to the Hiſtorical Part 
of his Account; but I, who wanted much to 
hear his Opinion of the Arguments an both 
Sides, ſoon ſet him on again. = 


But 


But pray, ſays 1, what had they to fay againſt 
the Farthings and Halfpence ? for you fay they 


were evidently uſeful to the Country. 


1 did indeed, ſays be, affirm to thee, that the 


People were pleas'd with them, and found them 


very beneficial ; and I own, my Opinion is, they 
were really ſo; but ther knowft that greater 


People than I, ſay they are of another Opinion: 
Now this he ſaid with a kind of a Grin, that 
in my Thoughts intimated a Contempt of thoſe 
Opinions; and then he went on, and told me, 
That as to the Arguments thoſe Men brought 


againſt the Copper-Money, before he came away; 
they were, he ſaid, the weakeſt, and moſt emp- 


ty, that ever he cou'd have expected to have 


come from Men of Sence, and that they had 


no Weight at- all in them; and even the Com- 
mon People began, to uſe his own Words, to have 
them in Deriſion. 


Firſt, he ſad, they gave it out, that theß 


were uſeleſs ; that there was no Occaſion for 


them; that Farthings and Halfpence, indefinite- 


ly and merely as Farthings and Halfpence, were 
of no Service to the Kingdom of Hreland ; that 
they were of no Advantage to the Commerce; 
nay, he added, they went farther at length, for 
they wou'd have it be, that they were prejudi- 
cial and deſtruftive to Trade; but they ſeem'd 


to forget in this, that they were preparing a' 
Mine againſt their own Project, and alſo that 
the common Opinion of the People was againſt 


them; and indeed, they began to expoſe them- 


{elves 


Z 0 Poe, tp et ar” Laugh 
he ſaitl, they dropt "that Part, cho 19 105 without 


© coin'd among them 


cn 


i Cen 


acknowledging it to be a Miſtake, and thed piib- 


lickly own'd, that they wou'd have thoſe Kt 
_ Liſh Farthings and Halfpence cry'd down; and 


that they von d ſu upp el lar Country with others 
elves ; and to make this look 


a little popular, they talk d of ſetting to- work 
upon ſome Copper- Mines, which were formerly 
diſcoyer'd in their own Country. ; 


This, he ſaid, had been a little more rational, 


if they cou'd ha' got over two Things, namely, 


(1.) Upon what foot this cow'd be done, if what 


they had given-out before, and had not yet re- 


calPd, were true; namely, That meer Farthings 


and Halſpence were deſtructive to the Trade of 


the Kingdom. (2.) That ts ROT had no 
need of then. | 


But firſt, to blaſt the 2 and Halfoence 
in general, as deſtructive and needleſs, and then 


tell the World, they N to make ſore them- 
ſelves; this was 105 lain a Diſcovety, he ſad, 


that whatever it did in Ireland, he obſerv'd the 
People got hold of it here in England, and almoſt 


made a Jeſt of the iſh Nation, for being ſo 
| groſsly i impos d upon. | 


Upon this, he ſaid, they pull in their Horns 


a little, as it were, and taking Breath, they began 
upon a new Sett of Arguments; but theſe, he 


faid, were (in the examining them ) found to be 


as weak, and had as little Weight in them as the 
1 other, only that indeed there was not ſo groſs an 
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Abſurity, nor fo becetze d un Inf bpen dhe 
Country, in them, as in the other. 33 


Then he told me, how their Emilthries fan FF 
up and down, exclaiming agaitift the injuſtice vf 4 
putt ing a Coinage upon them from Eiglaud; that 
it was an Invaſion of the Liberties of the People ; 
that it was a Monopoly, and a Piece of Arbi- 
trary Power; nay, ſome went farther, and fe- 
flected upon the Grant itſelf, and conſequently 
upon the Perſon granting it; and that it was a 
dangerous Precedent at beſt; tliat the ys had 
been impos'd upon by Wiliam Wood, and His Ac- 
complices; and had had the State of Affairs in 
Ireland very much miſtepreſented to him, ihfinu- 
ating, he ſaid, that the King had granted this 
Patent, without the Advice of his Gotihtil, or 
without being duly inform d of the State of 
Things in Ireland. 5 


"This was a ſure Card, he Jad, to bring all 
the Papiſts, and Enemies to the Government, 
into the Party, and to make them univerſally 
Enemies to the Copper-Coirrage, they being known 
to be forward, and glad of an Opportunity to 
_ cloſe with any-thing, which they think will 
make a Clamour at the Engliſh Government, or tage 
preſent Adminiſtration under the Reign of King 
GEORGE. OR | | 


This was a wicked, but a very politick Step, 
be ſaid, for then (and not till then) the Com- 
plaint at the Engliſb Farthings and Halfpence be- 
gan to be loud, and make a Noiſe; and that 4 » 

| Noile to be propagated in the remoteſt 18 — 
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of the Country; and. thus, Ade le, Friend 
Mood ſuffers in good Company, for the Clamour 
at tlie Farthings and Halfpence became We A 
Clamour at the mee. | 


Well, Jad J, but Why was this 0 weak A 
ſo empty a Complaint ? by ct 


Why truly, ſaid he, becauſe it was not Truth, 
and then he went of his on Accord into a Dit 
courſe upon the Merits of the Patent, and par 

ticularly upon the Right the King had to * 
ſuch a pt. The Clamour aga inſt Eng land, he 
| Jaid,andiparticularly;againit the King, was not on- 
Iy an ill- natur d thing, but was without ſufficient 
ground; for, ſaid bexthey can't deny but the Coin- 
.age is the King's; that it is his Prerogative, and 
one of the ordinary Appendixes to the Right of 
HGovernment; that the King (in all Nations where 
they have kings rezgning) appoint the Coinage 
of Money; that the Image and Superſcription 
tell e it is; and that Ireland, no more than 
England or Scotland cou d complain againſt it; in 
both which Places, as he underſtood it, be Ad, 
the Coinage was appointed by the King; and 
particularly, Farthings and-Halfpence had formerly 
deen coin d in England, for the-Account of private 
Perſons, and that by Patent, or Grant, in the 
ſame manner as was now in Leland ; -and there- 
fore the granting, or appointing, ſuch. A Coinage 
cou'd not be illegal or arbitrary. 


Then he took Notice of the Terms of the Pa- 
tent itſelf; the Care his Majeſty had- taken of 


the Rights and ä of his Subjects of re- 
B 2 — 
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Lend, | inthe Terms of the Grant, and in the Li- 


mitations of the Privileges given to the Paten- 

tee; and as a Digreſſion, he expreſs d himſelf very 

largely, and indeed more fully than 1 expected 

from one of his Profeſſion, in Dèfence of his 

MNMajeſty's Conduct, and of the Miniſters ag State 
allo, in this very Grant. if 


. The King, he ſaid, had ſhewn ſuch à Care 
and Concern, for the Good of all his Subjects 


in Ireland, as well for their Liberties, as the 


Proſperity of their Trade, in all the Articles 
of this Patent, as evidently ſhew'd, he fully un- 
derſtood the true Intereft of the Kingdom, 
and the State of his People there; and that he 


neither was, or cou'd be impos'd upon by 


my Friend Mood, or any-one elſe ; and ſuch a Care 
as ought to make em aſham d (whoever they 
were) who had ſuggeſted to the contrary : Then 
he went on, and told me all the Limitations, which 
were inſerted in the Patent, by which the Fine- 

neſs of the Metal, with the Weight and Value of 


the Farthings and Halfyence were aſcertain d, that 


ſo the People might not be injur'd in either, 
the Quantity allo to be coin'd aſcertain d, 
that they might not be glutted with an exorbi- 


tant Sum; and that, after all, the People were 
entirely left at Liberty to take them, or refule 
them, no Man having any Power to impoſe one 


fingle Farthing or . upon 1 without 
their Conſent. 


Here he expatiated again upon the Difference 
between the mild and gentle Reign of King 
| & EORGE, and the former Tyranny which 
= they 
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they groan oan'd under, i in the Times of K ingcharleslII. 


and K ing James Il. and the falſe Money and Cop- 
per-Money impos d in both theſe Reigns; 2 
cularly the laſt, when little more cha a Copper 
Hal em was made current for Half a Crown ; but 

this (however handſomely ine Dan 1 
omit for want of Room. | | 


He likewiſe enlarg d upon the Conduc and 
Fidelity of the Britiſh Miniſters of State, in the 
ſeveral Inſpections, References, and Reports from 
one to another, in the ordinary Forms of paſ- 
ſing this Patent ; how it had all the mature Con- 
deration, and Conſultation, as well before the 
Privy-Council, as the Treaſury, the Attorney-Gene- 


ral, and the Lord-Chancellor, thro' all whoſe | 


Hands it ſeverally paſs'd ; in order that nothing 
unjuſt, illegal, or arbitrary, or hard, and ſevere 
to the People of Ireland, thou'd paſs, or be al- 
low'd in it: Particularly he ſpoke [ with the ut- 


moſt Regard] of Mr. Wi-— le, who, he ſaid, 


fully j the Nature of the Thing, and 
he was not to be impos'd upon by any-body, 
in ſuffering ſuch a Grant to pals in the King his 
Maſter's Name, without ſo many Precautions 
and Proviſions, as wou'd for ever make it im- 
3 for the worſt Enemy the K ing had, to 
ay any juſt Reproach, either upon the Nature 
of the Gram, or the Manner of granting it: And 
here he told me, That beſides the Care taken to li- 
mit the Patentee Las above] from any Milappli- 
cation of the Parent, to the Injury or Burden of 
the Subject, due Care was alſo taken to appoint 
ſuch a Cnecque and Comptrele over the Patentee,. 
as that it ſnou'd not be in his Power to make 
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any Excurſions, beyond the Bounds of the. ſaid 
Powers granted; and to finiſh all, the Comptoller | 


[thus appointed] was to make report, from time 


to time, to the Lords of the Trraſun, of all that 
ſhould be done in Purſuance of the Patent: Aue; $ 


he ſaid, was particularly owing to the Condu 
of Mr. Va- -le; of whom he ſaid a great- 


deal, and greatly to his Advantage, which I have 


not Room to 3 in here. 


I confeſs, I was ſurpriz'd to hear all this from 
a Stranger, who had liv'd thus remote; and 


was extreamly glad, to find his Majeſty, and his 


Miniſters of State, ſo well treated; * that 
the King eſpecially, "whoſe Actions (1: was before 


aſſur dj are always guided with the moſt exqui- 


fite Care, and Concern, for the Good of his Sub- 


jefts, in all his Dominions; I ſay, I was ex- 


treamly glad, to find his Majeſty had ſo much 
Juſtice done him, and that his whole Adminiſtra- 


tion was ſo effectually vindicated by a plain [but 


well-meaning] Man, ſo remote from the Place 
where theſe Things were done. 


But I confeſs, when he told me, that by this 


Grant the People of Ireland were left ſo entirely 


free in this whole Affair, that they might take 


the ſaid Copper-Money, or refuſe it, as they 
pleas'd; that not the meaneſt Perſon in. the 


Kingdom was to be impos'd upon, or oblig d 
to accept them in Payment, or deliver their 


Goods tor them; I ſay, when I heard this, and 


that he pull'd out a Copy of the Grant, and ſhew d 


it me in ſo many Words, I was,. from that Mo- 
ment, entirely at.a lofs, to find which Way 2 


een 


might have 


* 


e Ir * cou'd be made 98 


the L  pull'd to., then. Trade be made rational; 
Netten ull'd 80 Fe To * Papers, whi ich 
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lous Polztical ow and. ſuch li e. Pamphlets 
began tq enter 5 ome Di ſcourſe about chem.” 


But he togk me port with a Queſtion : Do'ft 


| rh, know, ſad, he, what our People in Freland 


ſay of thoſe Libels ? No, ſays 1; Why they 


- fay, ſays he, that Friend William Wood hk Pa- 


tentee, had, hir d ſame ſubtle Fellow to write a 
Libel, and ib it in Miſt's Journal, &c. which 
was to be pert lord weakly and ſcandalouſly, 
to form Cayi ainſt the Patent, that he 

44 dvaptage of confuting and 
expoſing them; J as thoſe who write Dialcgues 


make the 1 Waka propoſe none but, weak Que- 
ſtions, that they may be anſiwer'd to the Ad- 


vantage of the Party he writes for. 
ET told him, that was begging the Queſtion, and 


alledging nothing, eſpecially as to the Objections 
about the r and the Injury done the People: 
Nay, ſays he, I do not tell chee that tis ſo, but 


that indeed it is done very weakly and fooliſh- 
ly, that cannot be denied. 


But one thing, be ſaid, cou'd not be omitted 
as to theſe Libels; namely, How much con- 


cern'd the Party who oppos'd this Patent, 


were, to make their Clamours popular; and that 


you in England ſaid he, ſhou'd hear one ſide 4 
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he offer d on that Account, wherein I thought 


£443 


the Queſtion, 135 you cou'd not fo readily 


know what the Sentiments of the People in Jre- 
land were, which is the other ſide of it: Then he 
obſerv d, how unjuſt and unfair the Way of Arguing 
was; that ſeeing the ſmall Copper- Money is 
chiefly . for the Uſe of the Common 
People, and that in the Retail Trade, thoſe People 


are indeed, beſt able to judge whether they had | 


Need of them, and whether they were any Con- 


venience to them or no; yet in Truth, "ſays he, 


they have not been enquir'd of in this "Mat: 


ter. 


Here he made another Pigreſſion upon the 
Want they had been in for many Years, of ſuch 
Species of Money ; how Retailers, for want 6f 


nah Money, were oblig d to keep long Scores, 
and give long Credit to their Cuſtomers, for little 
things, till they were frequently forgot, or more 
frequently loſt; that thoſe who wou'd not kee 

ſuch Scores, ' and give ſuch Credit, were oblig l 


to fit ſtill, and not fell their Goods ; fo that 


Trade was cramp'd, and made both difficult and 
hazardous: That all the Help they had againſt 
this, was from ſeveral ſorts of ſmall Money, ſuch 
as Rapps, French Threepences, Rials, and ſuch like; 
' which, in the firſt Place, he ſaid, did not fiipply 


the want of Farthings and Halfpence, their Quan- 


_ tity being ſmall : And, 2. They were brought into 
' reland much more to the Loſs of the Publick, 


s 


than the Copper-Money now complain'd of. 
For Brevity fake, I omit a great dea] of what 


it was {0 evident that elend was in 2 great "WM 
11 „ 
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of a Copper Coinage, that I wonder d much at 
what I had heard here in England upon that Sub- 


| je&: But to go on, I then ask'd him what he | 


ſaid to all the Calculations which I ſhew'd him 


in our printed Papers, of the great Loſs to the 


Publick, which there wou'd neceſſarily be in this 
Money at laſt, the exorbitant Gain of the Paten- 
tee, and the Injuſtice of both. 


He told me, It was evident to any that wou'd 
impartially look into that Matter, that thoſe 


Calculations were all falſe and unjuſt; and that 


they were made, by Perſons who either miſtook 
thro”. Ignorance, or from a worſe Principle; and 


that he wou'd undertake to convince me, that: 


not one of them was juſtly drawn up; he 
added, that he cou'd eaſily confute them all; nay, 


added be, even Friend Wood himſelf, or thoſe who 
have written in his Defence, have not given the 


due Weight to his own Caule ; but much more 
is to be ſaid on char Occaſion. 


1 nad have enter d, one by one, into \ the ge- 
neral Valuations on the one ſide, and on the o- 
ther, which I ſhew'd him in the printed Papers 
but he ſaid, it needed not ; that he had ſeen 
them all, and that he wou'd give me a few Ex- 
planations, which if I thought fit to beſtow my 
Thoughts upon, wou'd enable me to give full 
Anſwers to them all, wherever | met with them. 


Firſt, he ſaid, No Man ought to 1 that 

a Coinage of Farthings and Halfpence cou'd be 
ſet-up, wherein the Coin ſliou d bear the full 
W eight and Fave of the Principles from r which 
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it was form dd; or that there ſhou d not be-an Al. 
lowance for the preparing the Metal, and the. 
Incidents attend ing it; for the Coinage it ſelt, and 
the Utenſils, Places of Workmanſhip, Officers, 


and Perſons employ'd, that is to ſay, Labour, aud 
the lile; the general Coinage Jy be, is not done 


without it. 


_ Secondly, he aid, No Man ought to ſuppoſe, 
that the Grant was given to any Pexſon for ſuch 
an Undertaking, attended with ſo much Riſque, 
Application and Expence, and where ſo great a 


Stock alſo was requir d, and that he, the Undertaker, 


ſhou'd not have a reaſonable Gain from it, for 
the Encouragement of the Undertaking, ; 


Thirdly, he ſaid, if theſe Allowances for the 
Expences, and Incidents in preparing and coining 
this Money, did not exceed the like Allowances, 
which have uſually been made in the like Caſes, 
[except where the different Circumſtance of the 
Country made it reaſonableJthen the Patentee has 
not put any-thing upon the World, which is not 
juſtifiable by the Cuſtom and Uſage of Patentees, 


in like Caſes, and alſo by the Privileges and 


Grants of this partzculgy Patent. 


Theſe three Conſiderations, he ſaid, wou'd 
effectually remove all juſt Complaints from the 
Perſon, or Conduct, of the Patentee ; and as to 

the Value of his Farthings and Halfpence, and as 
to the Advantage or Diſad vantage to Trade, and 
to the Publick by them, he wou'd ſpeak to that 


Part W itſelf. 


As 
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As to the Value of the Copper, the. Expe 
of Coinage, and Profit of the ue he d 


them together thus: 
Hrſt, he objected, that dere: was ſome De- 


bate about the current Value of Copper in re- 


land, which ſome ward: have be call'd' 15. 


per Pound, others 1 4. 2 d. per Pound; but as he 


ſaid, he had been a Merchant, and had imported 
Copper himſelf, as well from Sweden as from 
England, and Iikewiſe from Barbary, he cou'd. 
not afford to ſell the Copyer in Bulk, under 14 4. 
but often ſold it for 15 4. er Pound; that if 
Mr. Wood, by buy ing it in gland, did get it 
cheaper, that was not the Queſtion here at-all ; 
but we ought to ſuppoſe it at 1 5. 24. per Pound. 


Now, ſays he, I am not to enquire what the 
Profit to the Patentee. immediately is, upon this 
Pound of Copper, for that is not the Queſtion ; 
but what it is more than the Profit of the like 
Coinage in England, and then fee what Reaſons can 
be given for the Difference; and by this it will 
appear whether the Patentee is chargable with 
Exorbitance, or not. 


In England, ſays he, a Pound of Copper makes 45 
e ſometimes 46; in Ireland, by this new 
Patent, we have 60; ſo that Friend Mood ſays, 
he makes 7 d. halſpenny in a Pound of Copper more 
of his Coinage than is made in London. 


I Was 
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I was ſurpriz'd at his Way of reckoning, for 


I was going to draw the Account out in Co- 


lumns, as the printed Papers have done ; but he 
took me ſhort; No, no, he ſaid, their Buſineſs 
was not to enquire what Mr. Wood got by the 
Coinage, but what he got more than was gotten 
by the ſame Works in England ; for if they in 
Treland had but Neighbours Fare, it was what 


cou'd not be obje&ed againſt : Therefore, ſays 


he, I have nothing to do with the Expence of 
preparing the Metal, or of the Coinage, the Al- 


| lowances on one hand or other; here is 7 d. 


halfpenny per Pound Difference, let us ſee how 
Friend Mood accounts for that, and what he has 


to ſay why he ſhou'd make Ireland pay 7 d. half 


penny per Pound more than England pays for the 
ſame Species. 


Well, ſaid 7, this is a ſhort Way of coming 


at the Queſtion, indeed; pray go on. 


Why firſt, ſays be, the Copper in Ireland is 


granted to be of the Value of 1's. 2 d. per Pound, 
which is 2 d. more than in England; ſo there 
is 2 d. of the + d. halfpenny; then there is the 
Difference of Exchange upon his Money, which 

t 10 per Cent. is 3 d. in the Half- Crown more; 

ut becauſe a very critical Oppoſer may inſiſt, that 
theſe two Articles relating only to the Difference 
of Value between England and Ireland, are there- 


fore in ſome reſpect the ſame, I will ſet by the 
Difference of the Price of Copper in this part 


of the Diſcourſe, and only take the bare Ex- 
change of Money, which the Patenteg muſt ſink, 
_ to 


b 


_ finiſh'd ; the Fre 
there; the Riſque of the Sea; the Charge on- 
ſhore, "ſuch. as Warehouſe-room, Commiſſion to 
the Perſons diſpoſing of it, and. Commiſſion a- 

gain for remitting back the Effects; If all this is 


wn ä a * : 
3 br , 4 
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to bring dack his Money to Akin in order 


to go to Market for more Copper. 
This Rate of Exchange being one time with 


another 10 per Cent. is 2 . per l. Which. is Wan 


3 d. on the Pound of Copper. 


Then, ſays he, 5 Loy is 1 Chan of ſhip- 
ping the Coin, ſuppoſe at Briftol, or London, when 
ight to Ireland; the Landing 


not to be computed at 10 per Cent. more, I muſt 
ſee fome Reaſons given to the contrary, Wien 


I do not ſee yet, before I allow it. 15. 


He then went on to innumerate ſeyeral other 


Particulars, which added to Mr. Wood's Charge, 


as well before, as after the Coinage here, which 


the Coinage at che Tower is not . loaded with; 
Particulacly, that all Mr. Wood's. Servants, and 


Workmen, Engines, Tools, Buildings, and Con- 


veniences, are hir d on purpoſe, and maintain'd 


ſolely for this one Work; and conſequently his 
Charge of Servants and Workmen is greater, 


than at the Tower, where all things are prepar'd 
for other Branches of the Coinage, as well as 
that of the Copper - Money, and where the Servants 
are employ'd in common upon the one as well 
as the other, and conſequently the Charge is not 
equal: But all this, he ſaid, he only mention'd, 


for that beſides this, the other two Articles had 
* his Calculation beyond what his Argu- 
ment 


* 


ment eall'd for; and it appear Pa, that Beland hal 
their Farthings of Mr. Wood cheaper; the Circum- 


ſtances of their Situation conſider d, one Ha 00 


ny in a Pound- weight, than England) receiv d 
1e1rs from'the Tower.. | 


With this Addition alſo, That ir the Farthings 

and Halfpente, both in England and Ireland, were 
alle to be melted down, and reduc 'd imo meer 
Copper-Metal, the ſaid Copper-wouw'd' or d. 
per Pound vreight more than the-reduo'd 
in England wou ou'd{ell for; ſo that relarnd would 
be leſs a Loſer chan England, by 1 5. 4 d. Nil. 
Sterling; which is 8 l. 13. Y fer" Rn. 5 | 


Trold TY 4 co inovdeny Þ bathis Calculation | 
was jult io far- 


W ell then, 1 he, I have gain d that Point, 


* thou mut allow, chat Friend Wood: does not 
get mote by the Furthings and Halfpence in fre- 
land, than the Government gains, (if it be gain d) 


by che ke Species c coin d at che Tomer. 
Likewife, ſaid he, hots met but ke, that 


the Government of England has ted not only with 
a due Regard to Juſtice,” but with a prudent Re- 


gard to the Subjects of ſreiamd; not to lay any Bur- 


then upon them, but what the Nature of the 
thing, and the Circumſtanees- of the Kingdom 


made neceſſary; and that they are ſo far from 
having reaſon to complain of being oppteſs'd, 
or impos'd arbitrarily upon, and having harder 
Terms than England, Wis on the contrary, they 
have rather the than the Diſadvan- 


J | | | tage, 
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Age, "of Bugtnd, in e and that in 
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Bet Where cken, e mY Mir. delle Profit? ? 
Tell tte, Gayathe; perth; s Merle warm, That's 
nothing to me, or'tb hee, ds to the Matter in 
debate: If tere (is a Profit in the Coinage in 
the Tower, ſo there may be to him inis Coin- 
age at Briſtol; and yet even in that, as I have 
told chte alfeady, Kis Profit muſt be much leſs 
than theirs at the Zhwer, Ways; dut that, 
"be ſad, Was obe of the preſtnt Queſtions! which 
he challengU 'fite to anſwer, if I cond, namdly, 
Whether Mr. todd, Friend Wow the calſtd him, 
Had made any Adyantage, by virtue of chis 
Grant, more than wüs made of the like Coin- 
age in 2 And whether r ,ꝭ Had not 
their Fatthings and” te as eneap, their own 
Circumſtances only +&tepted, as England had theirs ? 
Whach indeed, [ cou d not e 


| But Iave⸗ net done with Aint yet, 10 my 
QNX R; for- I Mall now endertake to tell 


Thee, and perhaps Prove * it 6s pkinly” as I have 
ws done the ther : ; 


1. That as e really deen mileed 
Pn wn diſpoſe of theſe Farthings and Half- 
ence, they are in effect, very little Loſs to 
9 1 no, tho they were to de reduc'd 
immediately to their firſt Principles, ſand 
ſold in Bulk as meer Copper. 
2. That as he may diſpoſe of them, and as 
I, ſays the Qu AE ER, am told, he has of- 


fer dd to· diſpoſe of them, they will be Lr 


from e Lo to * oublick Stock 
. of the Kingdom, that if Ireland wil 
ftice to the Putentee and his 


gns, they 


mall after: a certain Period of Years, _ 


al them all in at Demand, and he ſhall pay 
them the full Value they were at firſt nd 
- out) at, pod. ar in the current * of 


eee 15581 8 Fs U 
e 


1 look'd:a 2 Little farprizd at him, and deſird 


as know how this cou'd be made out 2 He 2442 


me, it wou'd be too long to enter upon at that 
time, unleſs J had a great-deal more Patience 

than he thought I had; however, as he found 
me eager to be inform'd, and that, he ſaid, I 
might ſet it in a clear Light to others, he told 
me, he wou'd enter a little upon the Firſt, and 
if we not Time for the * it thou'd be 
adjourn'd to our next Leiſure. =. 


He began then with the Firſt, vir. 
He bid me obſerve, that as Fart hing, and 


 Halfpence were the loweſt Species of Coin, ſo 


they were diſpos' d of, generally ſpeaking, among 
the meaneſt ſort of the trading People; and in 
Conſequence of this, he ſaid, they were ordina- 
rily exchang'd for the meaneſt Species of Mo- 
ney; and that particularly, for French Threepen- 
ces and Groats, quarters of Livres, and the like, 

and at the beſt, for Nals or Cobbs by weight, 


or Engliſh Money by: tale. 


Of the laſt we cou'd not "MY he ſaid, 
much was receiv'd ; but of, the former, the 


: greateſt Part; it ought then to be enquir'd, he 
| ſau, a 


do ju- 


10 


11 
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1 | 
hat Loſs there wou'd be the Kingdom 
upon that French and Forei ign Money, 
thoſe Threepences, Ouarter-pieces, &c. in caſe they 
were to be reduc'd to Metal? and whatever that 
was, ſo much ought to be deducted out of the Loſs 


Which it might be ſuppos'd Ireland wou'd' loſe 
by the Reduktion of Farthings and Halfpence 


into C ; for (to make it plainer) he ſaid, 
If Irelan buys the Farthings, &c. when they are 
current, or to make them current, tho they 
are not of the full Value for which they are 


made current, and pays for them in another 


Coin, which is likewiſe not of the full Value for 
which it paſſes as current, then no more of the 
Loſs by the Deficiency cou'd be plac'd to the 
r of the Farthings and Hal Horns, than the 
Difference was between the Loſs on the ſeparate . 
Reduction on the ſeveral Species: For Example, 


he ſaid, 


Suppoſe the French Threepences, &c. paſs 
in Ireland for Threepence, and being reduc'd, 
are found not to be of more Value than Two- . 
pence, loſing thereby one Third, when they are 
turn di into Metal, and ſold in \ Bulk. 1 


And fu poſing, tho" not granting, FEA the "ll 
things loſt one Half, when redue'd into Metal; 
why then, he added, Ireland couꝭd be ſaid to loſe 
no more by the Farthings, than the Difference be- 


tween one Third and one Halt, Oy wou'd be 
thus, $i 


10 Frenth buen at current f price 2.6. 
Supp ofe 1 1 Pound Copper — Coſt — 2.6. 


ſell. for 1 f. 8d. Loſs 10. 


the 1/ 
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So that here is but 5 d. by 2.5. 6. Loſs to te- 
land, moxe than Ireland was in a declar'd State 


of loſing before; which, ſaid he, is but + Part, 


and this not till the Money is reduc'd neither: 
Let them ſhew me, ſaid he, any Copper Coinage 


made current in the World on ſo eaſy Terms: 
Then he ſhew'd me how the ſame ſtood in Eng- 
land; there, ſaid he, 45 Halfpence are made of a 


Pound of Copper, and paſs for 1 5. 10 d. ob. 


and are bought for ſo much in good Standard 
Silver or Gold ; when theſe are reduc'd to Me- 
tal, ſaid he, they ſell but for 1 5. and fo loſe 1 0 d. 


ob. per Pound, which is above double the Loſs of 
that in Freland. 


But, ſaid I, if they ſell the Farthings, &c. in 


Ireland, for French Threepences , they likewiſe 
put off thoſe Threepences again in Ireland, and ſo 
the Publick bears the Loſs of both. | 


This, he ſaid, was dancing in a Circle ; for ſo 


the Farthings might buy Threepences, and the 
Threepences buy Farthings, to the end of the Chap- 


ter; which neither made one way or other, the 
Subſtance being the ſame, and the Species the 


lame alſo ; but the Loſs was not till the End. 


But then I objected, that he plac'd the Redu- 
_Etion at 15 d. per Pound on Copper, which was at 
- beſt, but at 14 4. He anſwer'd, That was ſtated 
to make good the Example, and not to determine 
the Value; but that the Caſe was ſtill equal; for 


that neither were thoſe Threepenees worth 2 d. 


each; and if. I inſiſted upon that, he might put 
the Caſe upon the Rapps, another ſcandalous Fo- 
reign Coin, which went current in Ireland; and 


f 


: 1 the Seats $7.4 and Blubees, both whict | 
went current in UViſter,” and were, tho? Copper, 


conſiderably lighter, and lefs worth, than Hs 
New Farthings and Halfpence coin'd by Friend 
William Wood, as he call d him, 90 N 


I cou d not deny che Force of hs Argu- 
ment, nor cou d avoid the CTY 971 it 3 


which he had laid down this: 


Il then, ſaid he; th 


(1; %J 


"New Clphit Gies be pr 


chas d with another Con e qually deficient, which 
yet is current in the Ge Kingdom of Ireland 
then Ireland caũ loſe "hothing by the Parthings arid 
Halfpente ;, becauſe tis evident, they ou d only 
ſupply the Place of Foreign Coins, and prevent 
the Encreaſe, which are afready receivꝰd at a like 
Loſs, and which if tlie Copper Money did not cone 


in, wou'd daily e 
ney e to e and gr 


| Tel. and 


- Having gone — part of his Argu- 
ment, which he enlarg 
I have room here to give a —ͤ—.— 2h 1 


him to enter upon 


e, the Want of ſmall Mo- 


ht 1 
d much more upon; than 
his 8e 


he ſaid, was ſo ſignificant, and mel i feenfd 
to wonder ſo much at; and I promis d him ny 
ttention, being, «s indeed 1 was, inpatient to 

ear his 2 xplaratiori of what" thought Was ſo 


_ myſterious : 280 he 1 


the Whole Article; 


for I àm bot afraid fad ie, or dobbefal that 1 
mall tiot make it out 2 Satisfaction: The 


x Article is as 7 5 . 


e 
* „ - 7 
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Fit, be fad, he laid it as 2 , Boubdarion, that 
Friend Wood, fo he call'd the Patentee, ſhou'd {ell 
is Farthings and Halfpence, for Manufactures ei⸗ 
ther of Wool or Flax, as he told me he had 

| offer d to do for ſome Part of them. 


Irepyd, Iknew that Mr. Wed intended todo ſo, 
and that if he did not immediately exchange the 
the Farthings and Hal fpence for Lirzien and Wool- 
len Manufactures, he was ſuch a Friend to the 
Commerce of treland, and had reſolv d to encou- 
rage it fo much, that he reſolv d to veſt a great 
Fart of the Species he receiv d for them in thoſe 
Wee and · to Ship the fame for the Weſt-Indies. 


Very well, be ſad; 2 he undertook. to proye 
that for all thoſe Farthin and Halſpen ce Which 
ſnould be fo veſted in Woollen 15 12 Manu- 
factures of Ireland, to be carry 4 Gut of the King 
dom, whether to Erglend, or the Weſt-Indier 
treland ſhou'd gain conſiderably, tho the ſaid 
Furthings and Halfpence were immediately melted 


Men and reduc d into Copper Metal. 


1 liften'd earneftly to this Diſcourſe , and 
waited! the Demonſtration ; which he began 


N wh | 


rien "(aid ** to be Computations and 
| Schemes that may be neceſfiry to explain 
|: this Article, thou. muſt. grant me one juſt . 
Diſtinction; namely, That we are not now 
ſpeaking of 'the Profit or Loſs accruing to 


this or that private Perſon in Jreland, in 
ny Part of what may be ſpoken of about 


i 


the Farthings and ty. alfpence, but of the Pro- 
fit or Loſs to the s Stock of Teland 


as à Nation. 
Fr Ex 4 Fir b/w, the Vale of any 
| Produ form by the Induſtry of the Peo- 


& was of 1721 Advantage to, and did 
not encreaſe the publick Stock of the Coun- 
try, if that Product was not ſent away, and 
exported out of the Kingdom; for as to 
what was conſum d at- home, Whatever was 
md by the feveral Artificers and Manu- 
e thro* whoſe Hands it paſs d, was 
loſt again in his Hands who was the laſt 
Conſumer, and ſo the general Stock re- 
main d the ſame, 
2. Of thoſe Manufaftures which are export- 
ed, no Part can be eſteem d a Diminution 
of the publick Stock, but the firft Princi- 
ples of the Manufacture, all the reſt is 
Gain to the Stock; and conſequently what- 
ever is return'd, or paid for it, is clear Pro- 
it to the publick Stock of the Country. 
Now,ſays he, for Example, If a Pound of Wool, 
coſting 3 d. by various Improvements, arrives to 
the Value of 5 s. in Manufattures (as it is ma- 
feſt in ſome Manufattures, it will double that 


Value,) and if then thy Friend Wood gives two 


Pound of Copper Halfpence, value 5 5s. for this 
Pound of Wool ord, tho this two 
Pound of Halfpence be immediately melted, and 
reduc'd into Copper Metal, and fold: for 124 4. per 
Pound, which is 25. 4 4. the publick Stock of 
the Kingdom of Feland gains two Shillings and 


ane Penny by the Exchange. 
C2. . Teon- 


es LIES. 

I confeſs I was confounded at this Computa- 
tion, and at firſt did not readily apprehend it, 
wherefore I ad him, what, came of the almoſt 


* * - = * 


4 


numberleſs Families of Handicrafts, Labourers, 


and Manufacturers employ'd in bringing the Ma- 
nufacture ſo wronght from the Fleece to the 
Merchandize. Ty” „ Lott, 


* 


Become of them? ſaid he, they are all paid 


by one another; what they earn, they ſpend; 
it circulates from one to another; ey gain by 
Work, the eat, and loſe it again, and ſtill tis 
within ourſelves ; the publick Stock neither en- 
creaſes or decreaſes by that; but the Copper which 


thy Friend brings in, leave 23. 1 d. of ſolid un- 


conſumable Metal in Specie in the Kingdom , 
more than the 3 4. which it carried away. 


This 2 5, 1 d. is a real Value, it will go to 
Sotland, or Englund, or Portugal, or any-where, 
and exchange itſelf into Gold or Silver, if you 
pleaſe, and come home as valuable as it went 
gut, and will never diminiſh, unleſs loft by 
ſome ſubſeqyent Conduct, to which this has no 
r / Si» 


] had not one Word to fay againſt this, nor 
can 1 ſince, tho' I have propos'd it to ſeveral in 
the very ſame terms which the QuaxzR ſta- 
ted it to me; I ſay, I cannot meet with one ſub- 


ſtantial Objection againft it, ſo I leave it for any 


one to confute, who think they can confute it. 


"Em 
24? 
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But now FRIEND, ſays my Q AREA, I 
Have not done with thee yet; my next Queſtion 
is, If the Profit to the publick Stock be thus 
great, under the unneceſſary Suppoſition of a 


Reduction of the Copper Coin to its meer firſt Prin- 
ciples, what an immenſe Gain to the publick 


Stock of Ireland muſt it be, if this Coin re- 


mains current; for tho' it is true, ſimply conſi- 
der'd, that it is of no more Value than the 25. 
14. to which it may be reduc'd, yet it is really 
a Loan to the Kingdom of Jreland of 25. 11 d. 
more, in every 5 5s. current Caſh, which Loan it 
ſupplies the Nation with, for the Convenience 


of its Commerce, without any Intereſt; and if 


there ſhou'd be the Value of 200,000 /. in Far- 
things thus made current for any Number of 
Years, the Advantage of this in Trade is ſcarce 
to be computed, ſeeing it is capable (always fug- 
geſting it to be laid out in Manvfattures) of 
keeping the Poor of the whole Kingdom em- 
loy'd, and conſuming! the Product in a foreign 
vation. . e e 


And this is the Foundation, added he, on which, 
I ſaid before, and ſay it nom, let Ireland pay Intereſt 


for this Loan, to the Patentee, but at 3 per Cent. the 
Patentee may oblige himſelf, his Executors, Ad- 


miniſtrators, and Aſſigns, at any time after thir- 


ty Years, to call theſe Farthings and Halfpence 


all in, and pay tor them at the full Rate as Far- 
things and Halfpence; or let them be melted down 
in Ireland, and pay the Difference. 


1 8 ge 20 Hp 
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I listen d to this Part too, with Attention, tho? 


it ſeem d to be but a Speculation; but upon ex- 


amining it, I cou'd not deny the Fact, or od. a- 


ny F e in che . Part. 


My Qu AKER ſeeing me - filent, began to 
mile at me; and now my Friend, - ſaid he, what 
Occafion has here been for ſuch a plentiful Stiow- : 
er of Railery at- King George, and his Govern- 


ment in En land? or at the Miniſters of State? 2 


or at Friend Wood ? Thou ſeeſt the World i is im- 


pos d upon in the Matter. 


Really, ſays I, thou haſt made it ſo plain to me » 


I think they have been impos'd upon indeed; 
*tis true, I thought ſo before, but I cou'd not 
make it out ſo clearly as I can now. 


Well, ſaid he, 1 am glad thou art convinc'd 
at laſt ; but now ſhall I ask thee a Queſtion 
or two about what I hear ſince I came to Eng- 
land ? for thou, ſays he, may'ſt perhaps, know 
more of that Part than 1 do, or, at leaſt, thou 
can'ſt, as a Piece of News, tell me whether it be 


true or not. 


What are your Queſtions, ſays 1 7 ? 


Why, ſays he, one of my Queſtions is this : 
I underſtand it has been defir'd of our King, by 


ſome People, that he ſhou'd iſſue out his Pro- 
clamation to forbid the taking theſe Farthings 5 


and 206 rn in the Kingdom of Ireland, 


I interrupted him there, and told him, 1 be- 
lie d that was his Miſtake, and that, as I was 
+0 wo inform d, 


| 


| 
4 
| 
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inform'd, it was only an Application or - Addrefs 
to the King, to command his Officers and Re-. 
ccivers of the Revenue, not to make ag in 


Payment. 


Why, ſays he, en chai'the |, is the 


ſame thing in a leſſer Degree, but I do not mean 


that; but as I ſaid to thee, I have been inform'd, 
that fome People have endeavour'd, or reſolv'd 


to endeavour, to obtain a Proclamation to com- 


mand the People not to take them; or, added he, 


to ſpeak in thy Country Way in che like Caſes, | 


to ory them down. 


Well, ſays I, and what do you infer from that ? > 


— Why, „ ſaid 10 I wou'd ask thee a Queſtion 
upon that Subject: Whether wou'd it not be as 


arbitrary and illegal to have commanded us not 
to have paſs'd them as current, and not to take 
them in Payment as current Money, as it wou'd 


have been to have commanded them to pals cur- 
rent by virtue of the King's Prerogative? 


T anfwer'd, d, If the Coinage was the King's by 
Right, and by Prerogative, as he had granted, 
it cou d not have been arbitrary either to cry 
them 1 


up 
in the King” s Power to do, without any Com- 
Plaint juſtly lying Win „ | 


He ſaid, I did not keep te Tis of his Gi 
ſtion; he did not queſtion the Prerogative of the 


King, one way or other; it was none of his Buſineſs 


or Intention ſo much as to meddle with it; tis 
' his 


or cry them down ;, but both had been 


* 
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e 
his Queſtion was, Whether one was not as much 
8 of Tyranny, or Arbitrary Power, as the 


I told him, ves, without Queſtion they were 
equally arbitrary, or equally rightful, _ 


Well then, /ays he, with what Aſſurance muſt 
thoſe Men act, who cou'd firſt cenſure the Pa- 
tent as an illegal Grant, and an arbitrary putting 
the Copper Coin upon the People, tho' it was not 

impos d upon them neither, and yet cou'd deſire 
the King to impoſe the Negative upon them; 
for it muſt be, that as the Patent leaving the Peo- 
ple free, they had certainly a Right to refule 
them, as well as to take them ; ſo certainly they 
are ſtill free, and have a Right to take them, as 
well as refuſe them. 

85 4. 

Beſides, he added, that he thought we went 
all upon à wrong Argument here in another Caſe, 
for want of diſtinguiſhing rightly of the thing; 
for, ſays he, the Grant to thy Friend Wood does 
not exert the Prerogative of the King, as is uſual 
in all Grants, and Patents of this Kind, and that 
relate to the Coin. N $54 bags: 


Then he told me, That, as he had ſaid before, 
there had been ſeveral Grants of this Kind be- 
fore this; and the King of Great - Britain had 
given the Copper Coinage to particular Perſons be- 
fore now, by Patent, and that in England in par- 
ticular; ner was it ever eſteem'd to be arbitrar 

or illegal to declare them current. | 


But 


t) 


But that i in this Grant the King kavings with 
an unuſual Tenderneſs to his People, left it in 
their Choice, whether to take them, or refuſe 
them, they were to be therefore diſtinguiſh*'d 
from the general Coinage of the King's Domi- 
nions, and were rather a Merchandize than a 
Coin; and if ſo, ſays he, I do not ſee upon what 
Foundation thoſe Men cou'd proceed, who in- 
| tended to move the King (if any did do ſo) to 
cry them down by Proclamation, ſeemg, ſays he, eve- 
ry Man is free; and it 1s the undoubted Property 
of the People, if they have any Property at-all, 
to deal in, buy and ſell any Goods and Merchan- 
dize whatſoever, if not prohibited, and 1 
| contraband by Law, 


Theſe Farthings and Halſpince then, he ſaid, 
are nothing but a certain Quantity of Copper Me- 
tal ſold in ſmall Pieces, and which the King has 
given Leave to the Proprietor of them to ſtamp 
with a certain Mark, by which th ny may be 2 
ticularly known, and the Value of them aſcer- 
taind ; we are not bound ſo much, added Sree, | 
as to know them by their Names, but they 
carried to Market as coin'd Copper Metal, — i 
any will buy them, as no doubt they have a 
Right to do, well and good; then Wm. Wood, thy 
Friend, who is the Proprietor, ſells them, as he 
and the People can agree; if they will not buy, 
he muſt keep them till they will buy, or others | 
wile diſpoſe of n as he thinks fit. n, 


And juſt cus; ſas he, it is in a this very Coun: 
try of England, _ 1 ARES W bee ont of 
; | | = 


i. „** 
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ehy Knowledge for an Example; and then he 
brought a moſt clever. compleat Parallel from 
the Block-Tin in Cornwall: The Tin in Corn-. 
wall, be ſaid, was as much 4 Coin as my Friend 
Wood's Farthings and Halfpence in beland, and 
my Friend Wood s Farthings and. Halfpence as 
much a Merchandize as the Blocks of Tin in 


Cornwall ;, they are both, ſays he, the Pro 


of private Perſons, yet both are ſtampd with 
the ſeveral Marks and Inſcriptions, which are ſe- 
verally appointed by the King's Authority; the 
Standard of both their Weight and Fineneſs, 
adds he, are likewiſe adjuſted and ſettled by the 


fame Authority y, and the' Works are equally 


calld by the ſame Name, viz. a Coinage. 


The Blocks of Tin are brought to the ſeveral” 
Stamuary Towns in Cornwall ap ined for the 


Coinage of Tin, and there * e King's Offi- 
cers they are eſſay d and coin 1d: nor, adds he, 


do I put the Word Coin d upon "them, but tis 
call'd fo there upon the Spot; and when they 


are thus coin'd, the Goodneſs. and F ineneſs of 


the Metal being firſt aſcertain'd, and then the. 


Blocks are current, that is, they are carried to 


Market, and any-body * _ n that 


pleaſe. % 


;L: hus, be told: me, it was with Mr. Wood's 


Coinage ; ; thy Friend Wood, ſays be, doesno more, 
his Copper is brought to Briftol, which is his Sa- 


ngary Town, or Place of Coinage, there they are 


form'd into ſuch Pieces as the Market calls 
for, and there the Metal is eſſay' d, and the 


Value of it aſcertain'd by Proper * then 
5 


1 * "x8 a * N 
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made upon them as is directed by the 
Authority; and what then; Why then tis a cub» 
rent Merchandize, and“ tis carry d to Ireland to 
1 where e ME, oy was chat ; 
P! ea ; 


"This Cds k feid, we the | gt 
a Right to buy them, and as Copper, in Whatever 
Shape, was not prohibited in Ireland, none cou'd 
be forbid admitting them to be imported, unleſs 
they were ſo prohibited by Law, or be forbid- 
den to buy them and fell them, when they were 
imported, and that when, and as often, and at 
what Price or Value the Buyer and Seller cou'd | 
agree for. | 


And by the "on Rule, ſays he, theſe, or any 
other Goods of the like Nature, may be made 
current by the common Conſent. of the People 
in any other Part of the King's Dominions ; and 
here he enter'd into a very fine and ingenions 
Diſcourſe upon the great Eaſe with which a 
' coin'd 4 might (the King conſent- 
ing) be made current in all the diſtant Parts of 
the King's Dominions, with due Calculations 
and Allowances for the intrinfick Value of the 

Materials, and for the Proportions to the — 
of Exchange, or the Loſs and Gain in the 1 
courſe of Commerce between England aud all | 
the ſaid diſtant Places Yeſpetdively. ©--- = © Te 


But when I'was big with Expettations for hin es- 
1 larging on ſo agreeable and ſo improving a Subject, he 
turn d it back Again to Treland, and the Subject we 

4 | | Were | g 
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were upon before, in this pleaſant. and uſual man» 
ner; I am not going, ſays he, to carry thee off of thy 
Argument, to follow my Notions, which per- 
haps are out of thy Way, I bring it back to the 
Caſe in hand, /ays he, and to the Proportions in 
this Coinage of thy Friend Wood in Ireland, and it 
wou'd not be amiſs, ſaid he, to enlarge a little 
upon the Argument, how well the Value is pro- 
portion'd and calculated to the Rate of Ex- 
change, either to England, or between Ireland 
and any other Country in Europe. „ 


lt may not, ſaid 7, be ſo much out of my 


. 
* 


Way as you imagine, to talk of proportioning a 
petty Coinage for other Places beſides Vreland; 
on the contrary, aid 1, I ſhall be very glad to 
hear you talk on that Subject too, becauſe I fancy 


vou have ſpent ſome Thoughts that Way. 


* 
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Ves, he ſaid, he had, but it was too conſide- 
rable a Subject to enter into at preſent, and he 
wou'd give me an Hour or two by itſelf on that 
Part, when I wou'd ; but he ſaid, he cou'd not 
give up this Caſe of the Copper Money in Ireland, 
without obſerving one thing more, vix. that the 
Proportions between the current and the intrin- 
ſick Value were ſo well calculated and adjuſted, 
that notwithſtanding all that had been objected 
in Publick, and in Private, yet there was a nearer 
Proportion in the Copper Money, than in atiy o- 
ther Foreign Species of Money that were current 
at that time inthe Kingdom ; I mean a ay ua 
tion, /ays he, to the Value of Exchanges from 
other Countries; and that a Foreign Bill of Ex- 


change made payable at Dublin, wou'd much 
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| better be Paid in Op Fa . 3 in Fo ; 
or Dutch, or any other Money, except only in 
Engliſb Guineas 3 and, he added, that e wa 

a greater Weight of? * Argument lay upon this 

| Fart: than I was yet aware of; but this alſo we 5 
agreed to adjourn. 58 - 


He then concluded with relling me, He hc 4 _ 
might fay, that the King and the Miniſters of "1 
State in England know the State of A in 
Ireland ſo well, and were fo heartily concern d 
for the publick Good of the Kingdom, that he 
was in great Hopes they ſhou d not be depriv'd 
of the Advantage of this ſmall e, Which, 
= ſays he, if we ſhouꝰd, it wou'd be an infinite Dit- 
. advantage to our Commerce. ; 3 


We lad & griat-deal of Difcourſb Mond 
17 Kind, but I have not room to give * 2 
Account of it at this Time. 
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